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I am the author of 18 books (out and

forthcoming), including the popular STEM
CECE LOVES SCIENCE series and PENNY
(The Engineering Tail of the Fourth Little

Pig). In addition to my tween and teen
novels, I am also the author of the THEO

THESAURUS picture book series and
SHINE LIKE A UNICORN. My newest

release, FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE, is part
of Chelsea Clinton’s amazing “She

Persisted” series.



I love animals, science and unicorns,
which show up in most of my books. I can
often be found on highways and country
roads, saving strays and other jaywalking

critters or volunteering with animal
conservation groups. After earning an

MBA and working in Corporate America, I
finally escaped and followed my passion

for writing.



I live in Atlanta with my own pack of
unicorns: a British husband, two hilarious
teens, two hairy Goldendoodles, one sassy
bird, and many characters that “live” in my

head. 



I am also addicted to exclamation points,
puns, and cupcakes. You can always count
on me to laugh at my own jokes—at least

once.

Yes, this is
the sassy

bird!
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Most of my ideas come from my kids, things I hear, or articles I read. Each one of my books started that way. Here
are the stories behind the stories:

Loves Science series

My daughter always loved science. Instead of playing with makeup or dressing up, she saved earthworms and
looked for 4-leaf clovers. One day, when she was ten, I asked if she was excited about science camp. Surprisingly,
she said, "Not really. Science is for boys." My stomach clenched. How did a girl who grew up in a science family, 
 who loved everything about science, come to this conclusion? Her father has a PhD in topography, I do
conservation work with animals, and her teachers encourage science in class. I realized then that forces outside of
our intimate circle influence our children—without us knowing. That day I came up with an idea: what if I took
Fancy Nancy and added science? When I told my BFF, Kim, she said her daughter said the same thing at that age,
so we decided to take a chance and write Cece Loves Science together.

Shine Like a Unicorn

In school, my kids struggled with bullies. One time, my son was in elementary school and was dealing with a bully
who would hit him, call him names, and get others to exclude him. Of course, we were at the school, talking to
administrators and meeting with teachers, but that year, he cried every day he got off the bus and turned into a
boy who wished he was different so people would like him. I would ask:" If you saw a unicorn in a field and a herd
of horses - which one would you want to meet?" "The Unicorn!" he would say. That became the heart of our family
motto: "Be a unicorn in a herd of horses." Sometimes unicorns are alone, but they are always special and unique. 
I eventually got the idea to write a book where a unicorn could share his secrets on how to stand out in a crowd
even more. This topic is challenging and emotional, so making it funny was important to me. That is how
Glitterpooop was born.

Theo TheSaurus series

When my son was in middle school, he loved impressing his teachers. He would write short essays and try to use
big words. Sometimes the words were not used correctly, and sometimes they just didn't fit. One day, he was
writing a paper and yelled from the back room. 
"Mom, what is a big word for happy?" 
I yelled back, "Look in a thesaurus."
"A what?" he said. "A thesaurus!" I answered.
"A what?" he asked again. "A thesaurus as in The Saurus like the dinosaur!" I said again.
I immediately got an idea about a dinosaur who loved big words. I couldn't believe it had not been done yet. I was
shocked, so I created Theo that night. He is a TheSaurus, but no one understands a word he says due to
miscommunications and misunderstandings. 

Penny, The Engineering Tail of the Fourth Pig

Kim and I thought about writing a stem fairy tale book. We brainstormed a lot of different ideas, including the
Three Little Pigs. We started wondering what happened after the story. Did they rebuild? Did the wolf come back?
Then we asked, "What if the three little pigs had a sister, and she was an engineer." We loved the idea of taking
fairy tales and continuing them to find out the conclusion to the stories. We decided to include stem topics
because we thought it would be different and exciting to see how the ladies of the stories saved the day for a
change. 

INSPIRATION Brilliant!



The Loves Science series is about girls who love science and ask the
question, "Why?" These STEM-themed books introduce readers to

Cece, Libby, and Vivi, girls who love zoology, chemistry, and marine
biology, as well as technology, engineering, and math. This series is
great for aspiring readers and kids who love science. It's perfect for

fans of Andrea Beaty's "Rosie Revere, Engineer" and "What Do You Do
With An Idea?" The books also include glossaries, activities, and

science experiments that are easy to do at home or in the classroom.
Coauthor: Kimberly Derting

LOVES SCIENCE SERIES

NEWEST!

Science is
fun!

"D e r t i n g  a nd  J oha n n e s  m od e l  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  u s e s  o f  STEM
. . . t h i s  v o l um e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b u i ld  o u t  t h e i r  wo r t hy  m e s s ag e

ab o u t  g i r l s  emb r a c i n g  s c i e n c e . "  
—  P ub l i s h e r ' s  W e e k ly

" A  wo nd e r f u l  b o ok  f o r  f a n s  o f  Ada  Tw i s t ;  i t  i s  a l s o  p e r f e c t  f o r  a  STEM r e ad-
a l o ud .  A n  app ea l i n g  c o n c o c t i o n .”  —  S c h o o l  L i b r a ry  J o u r n a l  (S t a r ed  R e v i ew)

" S m a r t  g i r l s ,  f r i e n d s h i p ,  a n d  f u n :  a  w i n n i n g
c o m b i n a t i o n . "  — K i r k u s  R e v i e w s
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S L J  S t a r r e d  R e v i e w

Cece can't wait to go
camping with her mom and
the Adventure Girls. When a
storm rolls in, the girls must
use science, technology,
engineering and math to get
back to camp .

Cece Loves Science

Libby Loves Science

Cece loves to ask questions!
So when her science
teacher, Ms. Curie, assigns a
science project on zoology,
Cece and Isaac use her dog,
Einstein, and science to
answer the question: Do
dogs eat vegetables?

PICTURE BOOKS

A m a z o n ' s  B e s t  B o o k  o f  t h e  M o n t h  

A m a z o n ' s  B e s t  B o o k  o f  t h e  M o n t h

Cece Loves Science & Adventure

Vivi Loves Science

Publ i sh  Date :  06/  09  /2018
PB ISBN 13 :  9 78-0062499615
HB ISBN13 :  9 78-0062499608
I l lus tra tor :  Vasht i  Harr ison

Publ i sh  Date :  06/  04  /2019
PB ISBN 13 :  9 78-0062499639
HB ISBN13 :  9 78-0062499622
I l lus tra tor :  Vasht i  Harr ison

Vivi and her classmates go on
a field trip to the ocean so
they can investigate tide
pools. With help from a park
ranger, Vivi and her friends
make aquascopes and learn
about some species that call
the ocean home.

Publ i sh  Date :  06/  09  /2020
PB ISBN 13 :  9 78-0062946058
HB ISBN13 :  9 78-0062946041
I l lus tra tor :  Joe l le  Murray

Libby and her friends are in
charge of the science booth at
the school fair. But no one is
coming! To get more visitors,
Libby and her friends use
teamwork, creativity, and  a
whole lot of chemistry to prove
that science is for everyone. 

Publ i sh  Date :  07 /  1 3  /2021
PB  ISBN 13 :  9 78-0062946072
HB ISBN13 :  9 78-0062946065
I l lus tra tor :  Joe l le  Murray

All of the Loves Science books include a glossary, fun
activities, and safe experiments that kids can do at home or in
the classroom. 
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Libby hosts a puppy party for her
friends and their dogs. With  her
friend, Rosa, and little brother,
Libby learns how to mix and
measure and bake a delicious
treat. But when they forget an
important ingredient, they use
science to solve the problem.

Cece Loves Science
Push and Pull

EARLY READERS/I CAN READS L3

Libby Loves Science 
Mix and Measure




Vivi Loves Science
Sink or Float

Cece’s teacher, Miss Curie,
explains the opposite forces
of push and pull. Then Cece
and her classmates create a
treat dispenser for Cece’s
dog, Einstein, that uses both
forces.

Vivi Loves Science
Wind and Water

Publ i sh  Date :  02/  25  /2020
PB ISBN 13 :  9 78-0062946089
HB ISBN13 :  9 78-0062946096
I l lus tra tor :  Vasht i  Harr ison

Publ i sh  Date :  01 /  05  /2021
PB  ISBN 13 :  9 78-0062946126
HB ISBN13 :  9 78-0062946126
I l lus tra tor :  Joe l le  Murray

Vivi and her classmates visit an
aquarium and learn about the
creatures living in the big display
tank. But why do some fish float
while others sink in the sand? 
 They explore sinking, floating
and the concepts of buoyancy
and density, 

Publ i sh  Date :  02/  1 5  /2022
PB ISBN 13 :  9 78-00631 16566
HB ISBN13 :  9 78-00631 16573
I l lus tra tor :  Joe l le  Murray

Publ i sh  Date :  01 /  10  /2023
PB ISBN 13 :  9 78-00631 16597
HB ISBN13 :  9 78-00631 16603
I l lus tra tor :  Joe l le  Murray

Vivi helps her community clean
up the beach after a storm hits
her town. But why does the beach
look so different than before?
Vivi and her friends learn about 
 erosion and see how wind and
water can shape the landscape.  

All of the Loves Science picture books include a
glossary, activities and safe experiments kids can
do at home or in the classroom.
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V i v i  L o v e s  S c i e n c e
"Fans  o f  the  ser ies  that  began  wi th  CeCe  Loves  Sc ience  ( 2018 )  wi l l  en joy  th is  beach-themed
explorat ion .

The  br ight ly  co lored  images  r iva l  those  o f  Dreamworks  or  Disney  in  cuteness  and  charm whi le  a l so
prov id ing  in format ion .  A  n i f ty  way  to  he lp  young  learners  see  the  beach  through  the  lens  o f
sc ience . "  — Kirkus  Rev iews

"A  great  p ick  for  newly  independent  readers  and  an  idea l  companion  to  Cece  Loves  Sc ience . "   
—YA Books  Centra l

L i b b y  L o v e s  S c i e n c e
" Jo in ing  the  ranks  o f  s t rong  g ir l s  in  STEM [ i s ]  L ibby  .  .  .  Br ight ly  co lored  ar twork  bubbles  wi th
Libby ' s  enthus iasm .  .  .  Th is  book  i s  a  natura l  f i t  for  c lassroom sc ience  uni ts  and  home use . "  —
Bookl i s t .

"VERDICT A  success fu l  marr iage  o f  so l id  in format ion  and  good  fun ,  th is  book  expresses  a  love  for
the  top ic  that  wi l l  encourage  k ids  to  fo l low the ir  cur ios i ty  and  deve lop  the ir  own apprec ia t ion  for
sc ience . "  — School  L ibrary  Journa l  (S tarred  Rev iew)
 
"The  d iverse  characters  are  access ib le  and  fun .  Sc ience  lovers  wi l l  be  happy  to  cont inue  co l lec t ing
these  t i t l es ,  and  the  incorporat ion  o f  we l l- loved  ac t iv i t ies  l ike  cooking  and  making  s l ime  jus t  may
convert  sc ience  skept ics  in to  sc ience  lovers  too .  Sure  to  insp ire  rea l- l i fe  exper imentat ion .
( sc ience  fac ts ) "  — Kirkus  Rev iews

C e c e  L o v e s  S c i e n c e  a n d  A d v e n t u r e
"Dert ing  and  Johannes  model  the  pract ica l  uses  o f  STEM. . . th is  vo lume cont inues  to  bu i ld  out  the ir
worthy  message  about  g i r l s  embrac ing  sc ience . "  -  Publ i sher ' s  Weekly

C e c e  L o v e s  S c i e n c e
"A  wonderfu l  book  for  fans  o f  Ada  Twis t ;  i t  i s  a l so  per fect  for  a  STEM read-a loud .  Words  and
pic tures  combine  to  make  a  smooth  b lend  o f  enter ta inment  and  educat ion  that  may  be  use fu l  in
ear ly  e lementary  c lassrooms.  An  appea l ing  concoct ion . "  — School  L ibrary  Journa l
 
"Harr ison ' s  c lean ,  br ight  i l lus tra t ions  add  express ion  and  persona l i ty  to  the  s tory .  . . . th i s
endear ing  protagonis t  earns  a  p lace  on  the  ch i ldren ' s  STEM she l f .  A  good  introduct ion  to
observat ion ,  data ,  and  t ry ing  aga in . "  — Kirkus  Rev iews

"Cece  i s  a  smart  and  cur ious  g i r l  who  loves  to  get  to  the  bot tom of  a l l  her  complex  quest ions .  . . .
Harr ison ' s  express ive  d ig i ta l  i l lus tra t ions  have  a  lo t  o f  energy ,  co lor ,  and  mot ion . . .A  fun  way  to
introduce  sc ient i f i c  methods . "  — Bookl i s t

" I t ' s  a  good  read  for  ch i ldren ,  espec ia l ly  those  in teres ted  in  STEM. "  — The  Houston  Chronic le

" 'Cece  Loves  Sc ience  i s  a l l  about  the  joys  o f  STEM educat ion . . . inc lus ion  a t  i t s  f ines t ,  operat ing  as  a
window into  a  wor ld  to  which  we  can  a l l  asp ire . "  — My Sta tesman

LOVES SCIENCE PRAISE Nailed it!



THEO THESAURUS

Theo TheSaurus loves words--the bigger, the better! And he's
determined to share that love with his new classmates, even if they
don't understand him at first. But after things get discombobulated,
Theo realizes that misinterpretations can just be plain confusing! It's
only when his newfound friends find a way to show they care that Theo
learns that sometimes, there are things more important than words.

" T h e  p l a y f u l  a r t . . . [ i s ]  s u r e  t o  g a r n e r  g i g g l e s ,  a n d  t h e  c a n d y - c o l o r e d  a n i m a l s  b r i n g  p o p s
o f  c o l o r  t o  t h e  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  g r e e n - a n d - b r o w n  M e s o z o i c  b a c k d r o p . "

— T h e  B u l l e t i n  o f  t h e  C e n t e r  f o r  C h i l d r e n ' s  B o o k s

" W o r d - l o v i n g  T h e o ' s  d i s t r e s s  a t  s e e i n g  h i s  p r e h i s t o r i c  p e e r s  w i t h  p r o p e r  p e t s  d i s s i p a t e s
a f t e r  h e  l a t c h e s  o n  t o  a  s m a l l  a n d  s o l i t a r y  s a b e r - t o o t h  t i g e r . . . U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  m a n i c

m a m m a l  p r o v e s  h a r d  t o  t a m e .  T h e  t h e m e  o f  f i n d i n g  a n d  s h a r i n g  a  c o m m o n  l a n g u a g e  a d d s  a
b u f f  t o  t h e  b a s i c  v o c a b u l a r y  b u i l d i n g .  D i n o p h i l e s  a n d  b u d d i n g  w o r d s m i t h s  w i l l  b e  d e l i g h t e d . "  —

K i r k u s  R e v i e w s

Theo longs for a pet of his very own. So when he finds a baby
sabretooth tiger, it feels like the perfect match. But when Theo's big
vocabulary makes it difficult to train his new pet, Theo must find a
different way to communicate with Fang if he wants to hang onto his
furry companion.

Theo TheSaurus

Theo TheSaurus - The Perfect Pet

Publ i sh  Date :  06/  1 5  /2021
ISBN-10 : ‏   ‎ 05932055 10
ISBN-13 : ‏   ‎ 9 78-05932055 18
I l lus tra tor :  Mike  Moran

Publ i sh  Date :  07 /  26  /2022
ISBN-10 :  ‎059346432X
ISBN-13 :  ‎9 78-0593464328
I l lus tra tor :  Mike  Moran

" Y o u n g e r  l o g o p h i l e s  m a y  s a v o r  t h e  w o r d p l a y  a n d  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  " D e f i n o - D i n o "  w h o
o c c a s i o n a l l y  p o p s  i n t o  v i e w  w i t h  a  h e l p f u l  d e f i n i t i o n s . "  — K i r k u s  R e v i e w s

Theo  TheSaurus  i s  a  d inosaur  who  loves  words--the
bigger ,  the  bet ter !  And  he ' s  determined  to  share  that

love  wi th  everyone .  The  problem is  -  that  no  one  seems
to  understand  h im.  This  ser ies  i s  about  l i teracy ,
vocabulary ,  f i t t ing  in ,  and  be ing  misunderstood .



Do you want to shine like a unicorn?
Of course, you do! My name is Glitter
Poop, and I’m here to show you in 9
secret steps how to be a UNICORN.
Warning: It’s not always easy being a
unicorn. Unicorns are special and
totally uni-que. We have crazy names,
know how to stand out in a herd, love
to ask questions, and always search
for the bright side. Most importantly,
we make our own magic!

Publ i sh  Date :  09/  2 1  /2021
ISBN-10 : ‏   ‎ 0062998331
ISBN-13 : ‏   ‎ 9 78-0062998330
I l lus tra tor :  Maddie  Frost

Publ i sh  Date :  07 /  29  /2022
ISBN-10 : ‏   ‎ 168446481 1
ISBN-13 : ‏   ‎ 9 78-1684464814
CoAuthor :  K imber ly  Dert ing
I l lus tra tor :  Hannah  Marks

" D e r t i n g  a n d  J o h a n n e s  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  u n k n o w n  f o u r t h  l i t t l e  p i g ,  P e n n y ,  i n  t h i s
e n g i n e e r i n g  " t a i l . "  S i s t e r  t o  t h e  f a m o u s  t h r e e  l i t t l e  p i g s ,  P e n n y  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  s h i n e

t h r o u g h  h e r  e n g i n e e r i n g  e x p e r t i s e .  W h e n  W o l f g a n g ,  t h e  b i g  b a d  w o l f ,  w r e a k s  h a v o c  o n  t h e
p i g s ,  P e n n y  a r r i v e s  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  d a m a g e  a n d  h e l p  h e r  b r o t h e r s  d e s i g n  a  w o l f  t r a p .  T h e

d i a l o g u e  b r i n g s  t h i s  e x t e n d e d  f a i r y  t a l e  t o  l i f e  a n d  w i l l  e a s i l y  e n t e r t a i n  a n d  i n t e r e s t  y o u n g
e n g i n e e r s .  V E R D I C T  A n  e x c e l l e n t  c h o i c e  f o r  e l e m e n t a r y  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y

r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r  S T E A M  s h e l v e s . " —  S c h o o l  L i b r a r y  J o u r n a l

Penny isn't just the fourth little pig—she's an engineer. So when big bad
Wolfgang destroys her brothers' homes, Penny comes to the rescue!
When Wolfgang returns, Penny must use all her engineering know-how
to save her family from his huffing and puffing.

Penny - The Engineering Tail of the
Fourth Little Pig

Shine Like a Unicorn

MORE PICTURE BOOKS

" A n  e s s e n t i a l  q u e s t i o n  i s  p o s e d :  “ D o  y o u  w a n t  t o  s h i n e  l i k e  a  u n i c o r n ? ”  A n  e x t r e m e l y
e x c i t e d  u n i c o r n  p r o t a g o n i s t  G l i t t e r  P o o p  c a n ’ t  w a i t  t o  s h a r e  t h e  s e c r e t  s t e p s  t h a t

w i l l  m a k e  t h i s  d r e a m  c o m e  t r u e .  E m b e l l i s h e d  w i t h  r a i n b o w s ,  c o n f e t t i ,  d o u g h n u t s ,  a n d
j o y ,  F r o s t ’ s  b u o y a n t  a r t  r i s e s  t o  G l i t t e r  P o o p ’ s  e n e r g y .  A  r o u s i n g  c a l l  t o  a c t i o n  a t  t h e

e n d  u n i f i e s  a l l  u n i c o r n - s t o r y t i m e  d e v o t e e s . "  — K i r k u s  R e v i e w s
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When Florence Nightingale decided as a teenager that she wanted to
become a nurse, her parents tried to talk her out of it, claiming that it
wasn't a suitable profession for a woman. But she persisted in her career
and went on to save countless lives of patients, especially of soldiers.
Known as "The Lady with the Lamp," she is widely considered to be the
founder of modern nursing.

In this chapter book biography, readers learn about the amazing life of
Florence Nightingale--and how she persisted. Complete with an
introduction from Chelsea Clinton, black-and-white illustrations
throughout, and a list of ways that readers can follow in Florence
Nightingale's footsteps and make a difference! 

And don’t miss out on the rest of the books in the She Persisted series,
featuring so many more women who persisted, including Sally Ride,
Rosalind Franklin, Temple Grandin, and more!

FLORENCE NIGHINTGALE:
 "SHE PERSISTED" SERIES

BY CHELSEA CLINTON

Publ i sh  Date :  09/  2 1  /2021
ISBN-10 : ‏   ‎ 0593529006
ISBN-13 : ‏   ‎ 9 78-0593529003
I l lus tra tors :  
A lexandra  Bo iger
and  Gi l l i an  F l int

s r j o h a n n e s . c o m

Inspired by the #1 New York Times bestseller "She Persisted" by Chelsea
Clinton and Alexandra Boiger, this a chapter book series about women

who spoke up and rose up against the odds!

Chelsea Clinton is the author of the #1
New York Times bestseller She Persisted

series. She is also the Vice Chair of the
Clinton Foundation, where she works on

many initiatives, including those that
help empower the next generation of

leaders. She lives in New York City with
her husband, Marc, their children and

their dog, Soren. 
You can follow Chelsea Clinton on

Twitter @ChelseaClinton or on Facebook
at facebook.com/chelseaclinton.
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HIGHLIGHTS

Cece Loves Science awarded "Book
All Young Readers Should Read" 

— Georgia Center for Books

Theo TheSaurus awarded "Book All
Young Readers Should Read" 
— Georgia Center for Books

Chosen for Barnes and Noble 
National Storytime 

Goodhousekeeping magazine
featured Cece Loves Science - 

"Best Book for Bedtime"

SLJ gave a Starred Review to 
Libby Loves Science!

Books Highlighted by Kristin Bell on
her Instagram (15.5 M)

Cece Loves Science and Cece Push
and Pull - Chosen for Scholastic

Book Fairs and Book Clubs

Theo TheSaurus - Chosen for
Scholastic Book Fairs and Book Clubs

Featured in Target, Walmart, Barnes
and Noble, and Costco

Cece Loves Science marked as a
Banned Book

- New York Times

Illustrated by bestselling and award-winning
illustrators: Vashti Harrison, Joelle Murray,

Alexandra Boiter, Gillian Flint, Maddie Frost,
Mike Moran, and Hannah Marks

Boo...Hiss!

All Books Have Received Critical
Reviews -  SLJ, Booklist, Kirkus

Reviews, and Publisher's Weekly

What?!
It's true!

Featured on Zibby Owen's Podcast,
"Moms Don't Have Time To Read Books"

s r j o h a n n e s . c o m
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WHAT DO READERS SAY?

Shine Like a Unicorn

Theo TheSaurus
" I  bought  th is  book  for  my  Dino-obsessed
4-year-o ld  boy .  He  LOVES th is  book .  We
read  i t  up  to  3  t imes  a  day .  I t  has  rea l ly

s tre tched  h is  vocabulary ,  which  I  imagine
is  the  po int  o f  the  book .  Great  book .  Wel l

wr i t ten .  So  happy  I  found  i t . "  
—Amazon Rev iewer

"This  i s  a  fantas t ic  example  o f  a  woman in  a  STEM/profess iona l  f i e ld  and  leadersh ip
pos i t ion .  Penny ' s  competence  and  ro le  o f  be ing  in  charge  are  never  quest ioned .

Ins tead ,  she  f lour ishes  and  uses  her  mind  and  sk i l l s  to  so lve  prob lems  and  he lp  her
fami ly .  I t ' s  a l so  chock  fu l l  o f  p igg ie  puns  that  are  g igg le  and  groan-worthy . "  

— GoodReads  Rev iewer

Penny, The Engineering
Tail of the Fourth Little Pig

"Who knew that  unicorns  could  be  so
funny !?  This  book  shows  us  the  h i lar ious

and  insp ir ing  ant ics  o f  un icorns  l ike
ones  we 've  never  seen  before ! "

—Zibby  Owens  (Podcaster ,  Book
Inf luencer ,  Author )

Loves Science

"Not  on ly  i s  sc ience  fun  but  mis takes  can  lead  to  new d iscover ies .
The  authors  are  hoping  to  spread  the  love  o f  sc ience  to  every  ch i ld

who reads  th is  book  and  the  o thers  in  the  ser ies ,  espec ia l ly  for
brown g ir l s .  More  g i r l s  o f  co lor  seem to  be  grav i ta t ing  towards  the

sc iences  and  I  be l ieve  that  i t  i s  par t ia l ly  due  to  books  l ike  th is .
L ibby  Loves  Sc ience  i s  an  abso lute  must-have  for  the  budding

sc ient i s t  in  your  l i fe !  
—Mi jaBooks  (Book  In f luencer )

BTW, these are NOT
written by my mom! 

They are real
people!
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Tell us a bit about your background.
I have an MBA in marketing and worked in corporate America for over 15 years doing marketing,
communication, and training. Eventually, I escaped and have been doing freelance copywriting ever since. I
own my own marketing company and have worked with Amazon, Chick-Fil-A, Goody Hair, Spanx, and
Microsoft. 

I started writing in 2004 when I went on maternity leave with my daughter. I wrote a middle-grade book
that almost got published. I got a great editorial letter that was encouraging. But that book will never see
the light of day. Since then I have published five teen novels, 13 picture books/Early Readers, and 1
nonfiction chapter book. I have more Loves Science books and a STEM chapter book series forthcoming.

Tell us about your family.
I have a husband from Wales (yes, he has an accent that makes him always sound very polite!) I also have a
small herd, including two kids, two Goldendoodles (Moby and Dusty), and a sassy little bird (Ziggy). We've
rescued a couple of animals, but I've been lucky to place them in homes, or I'd have tons more. 

I’m actually very boring, which is probably why I write thrillers. I love being at home, doing yoga, reading,
and playing with my kids. That’s my everyday.

How long have you been writing?
I started right after I had my daughter in 2004. I always say she sat on something. I think since I had 4
months off maternity leave – I started writing while she was napping and couldn’t stop. I hadn’t written
much before that. But when I was little, I used to write all the time. In 2006, I left my corporate job and
started freelancing in copywriting and marketing. From there I started my own business where I could take
the jobs I wanted while writing. It’s the best of both worlds.

How do you get inspired?
This may sound corny, but my kids inspire me. All growing up they had problems with bullying and being
left out because they were different in that they liked science and books more than makeup and sports. 

Tell us your most rewarding experience since being published.
Knowing I created something on my own – something that touches people and makes them think in some
way.

What was your favorite book when you were a child/teen? 
Pippi Longstocking. I loved that at that age – she was independent, confident,  creative, and super sassy.

INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

Favor i te  Movie  o f  A l l  T ime:  Harry  Pot ter  or  Lord  o f  the  R ing  ser ies
Favor i te  Avenger  Movie :  Guardians  o f  the  Ga laxy

Favor i te  Comedian :  J im Gaf f igan
Favor i te  V ideo  Game to  P lay :  Minecra f t  or  Fortn ight

Favor i te  Author :  J ames  Pat terson  (or  JK  Rowl ing )
Favor i te  Co lor :  Oceanic  B lue

Favor i te  Food  o f  A l l  T ime:  Cheese  d ip
Favor i te  Choco la te :  Dark

Favor i te  Poem:  Two Roads  Diverged  by  Robert  Frost

Wow I'm
cool!



s h e l l i @ s r j o h a n n e s . c o m
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Dear  Reader ,  

I  love  to  wr i te !  I t ' s  everyth ing  to  me .  

Creat ing  s tor ies  that  touch  people  f i l l s  my
soul .  The  heart  o f  a l l  my  books  focuses  on
people  who  don ' t  f i t  in to  the  norm and  those
who are  d i f ferent .  I  love  encourag ing  readers
to  be  unique  and  ce lebrate  the  d i f ferences
they  see  in  themselves  and  others .

Every  t ime  you  love  my  books  or  read  my
books ,  i t  makes  me  happy .  

So ,  thank  you  for  reading  my  books .  Thank
you  for  choos ing  my  s tor ies .  And ,  thank  you
for  he lp ing  me  grow as  a  wr i ter .  

But  most  o f  a l l ,  thank  you  for  be ing  a  par t  o f
my  journey…

With  love ,

Shelli

Thank You!  :)

Contact Me

A g e n t :  L a u r e l  S y m o n d s
A g e n c y :  K T  L i t e r a r y  

l a u r e l @ k t l i t e r a r y . c o m
k t l i t e r a r y . c o m

@srjohannes @srjohannesauthor

Let's  be
friends!

Follow me!!

http://srjohannes.com/
https://www.instagram.com/srjohannes/
https://twitter.com/srjohannes
https://www.facebook.com/srjohannesauthor/

